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Abstract ; Based on the Dynamic System Theory and the visual dsta analysis techniques, this paper examines the angumentas
tive writings by two non-English msjors of the same English proficiency at the utset within heo academic years, and investi-
gates the intraeindividusl variahility and itervindividual differences in the development of various syntactic indicstars. The ree
subs show that MLT, DC/T, CN/T in second Langusge writing present the overall upwand wend with charscteristics of nanline

carity and variability ; the intra=individual varialility in both degree and changespaint displays asynchrony scross three syntactic
indicators, and both similarities and diff exist in the devek | mode and varishility features between individuaks;
the syntactic indicators with significant varishility and with phased devel show qualitative iy These resubs
verify the varishility of syntsctic dynamic develapment which coubl effectively promote the development of sccand langusge
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irony, especially the ironic utterances in literary texts, The identification of irony can be
speeded up with the multiple activation of contextual sources, and may be easier or more
difficult, depending on the number (and guality} of iIncompatibilities detected by the
addressee in the multiple mental activation of the available contextual sources (Yus,

ﬁ:ﬁ"fmr 2000a), The activation of a particular context is determined by the search for optimal
Optimal relevance relevance, The more contextual assumptions are activated. the more effort is required.
Activation Therefore. the addressee is entitled to expect some increased reward in exchange. On the
Contextual assumption basis of the framework, [have conducted a case study of verbal ivony in Prde and Prejudice
Incompatibility iman ellart o show the elfectiveness of the frameswork in discourse analysis and 1o provide
Pride and Prejudice A new perspective on the unigue charm of Austen's ot of irony, making a signilicant
attempt to the combination of cognitive pragmatics and literary criticism.

© 2010 Elsevier B, All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

In recent years, the most influential study of irony from the pragmatic perspective is Sperber and Wilson's echoic-
interpretation theory of irony {Sperber and Wilson, 1981, 1986, Sperber, 1984; Wilson and Sperber, 1992, They creatively
introduce the concept of “echo™ and define verbal irony as a variety of echoic interpretive use, in which the speaker
dissociates himselffhersell from the opinion echoed with accompanying ridicule or scorn, Therefore, for the identification of
verbal irony it is essential to find the echoic gquality of the utterance and the speaker's attitude of dissociation towards this
utterance. Although the echoic-interpretation theory of irony has more explanatory and predictive power tham the
traditional ones, Sperber and Wilson do not specify how the hearer identifies the speaker’s dissociative attitude during the
process of irony comprehension (see Yus, 2000a; Zeng, 2002 for discussion).

In nature, verbal iromy occurs not in a vacuum but in a context (cf Booth, 1974; Kaufer, 1931). According to relevance
theary, cantext is a psychological construct that has to be established and developed in the course of interaction in order to
select the correct interpretation, “'a subset of the hearer's assumptions about the world™ [ Sperber and Wilson, 1986:15), Not
all the assumprions available from the potential context are equally accessible at any given point in time. For all hearers, they
will naturally start out with these contextual assumptions that are most easily accessible to them. The imitial context can
{and often has to) be extended in the search for a relevant interpretation in processing the proposition from the interdocutor’'s
utterance. It is relevance which is treated as given, and context which is treated as a variable" (Sperber and Wilson,
1986:142). People generally assume that the assumption being processed is relevant, and they try to select a context which

* Comespanding author, Tel; 8k 1531 HE12EE56,
E-mail address; zhanhong 7198163, com

D378-2166(3 - see lront matter © 2000 Elsevier BY. All righis reserved.
i 10100 B pragma 20010,07 028
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